New School Meetings
19th January 2011 – 7pm

Attendance: 
Penny Baker		Parent
Heather May		Parent
Leroy May		Parent
Bev Smith		Wood Green – Wood Green High School
Dawn Burns		George Salter – Inclusion Manager
Jennifer McNeil		MEA – Company Director
Darren McNeil		Family Practitioner
Sarah Morris		MEA - Project Coordinator
Stephanie Stokes	MEA – Academic Learning Mentor
Chris Pugh		MEA – Mentor
Paula Lascelles		MEA – Administration Officer
Dionne Brown		Youth & Community Student

Apologies:
Gary Tranter		MEA – Chairperson
Leroy McConnell	MEA Committee Member
Derrick Gordon		Sandwell Youth Services
Keren Hodgson		Brook Advisory
Roy McFarlene		Parent/Dudley & Walsall PCT
Clancy Green		Parent/Drama Therapist

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome and Introductions

2. MEA Presentation covered the following areas:
· What is a ‘Free School’
· Department of Education White Paper – 6th December 2011
· Why set up a’ Free School’?
· MEA current organisational structure and framework
· MEA as a two tier service
· Aims and Objectives of the Free School
· Free School Process
· Why do we want you to become involved?
· Sub groups 
·  Marketing & promotion
·  Policies and procedure development
· Curriculum development
· Availability to join the Focus group
· Questions and Answer session?

3. Suggestions from the floor
· Gaining support from community groups and other voluntary sector agencies that work with young people & families
· Arranging meetings with Secondary and Primary Head Teachers
· Sending letters to primary and secondary schools
· Setting up a Facebook group (already in progress)
· Arranging meeting with Youth Offending Team
· Sending Letters to the Legal Justice System
· Distributing letters to the other support services, i.e. doctors surgeries.
· Create a petition for parents to sign
· Ensure that MEA success stories are promoted – parent states that we can use her child as a case study

4. Availability and commitment to setting up the Free School
Membership forms to be completed and returned at the next meeting

5. Meeting Closed

6. Date of Next Meeting:	 16th February 2011 – 7pm

7. Venue:	Mentoring for Educational Achievement 
Sandwell Business Development Centre
Office 218, Oldbury Road
Smethwick, West Midlands, B66 1NN
Tel: 0121 552 8216	Fax: 0121 552 8150
Email: admin@mea.uk.net
Web: www.mea.uk.net
 

