Feedback from New School Networks

1. When I previously contacted you, I requested information on setting up a ‘Free School’ as an alternative provision.  You stated that you are still working on this information and it would be available shortly.  Is this information available yet?
Answer:	No, the Department for Education is still working on this; however, you can use the existing format, and keep looking at our website for any updates.
2. The Local authority is aware of our proposal to open a ‘Free School’.  What is there involvement in the decision making process.
Answer:	It is good that you have made them aware of your proposal and hopefully they will fully support your proposal.  However, they are not involved in the decision-making process and cannot influence your proposal in any way.  .
3. Do you support proposers with putting together a financial projection for Free Schools?
Answer:	It is good that you are looking at this, however, at this stage of the proposal it is not something to worry. More information will be available at the business plan stage.
4. We are looking at the curriculum and have developed a programme that we currently use within our centre, as part of their programme.  It is an accredited programme but it is not recognised on a national level.  Can we use this as part of the curriculum?  
Answer:	‘Free Schools’ do not have to follow the national curriculum.  However, it is encouraged that some of the subjects are nationally accredited but you can use your own programme as part of the curriculum.
5. Do teachers have to be qualified or can we use a mixture of both qualified and unqualified staff.  Do we also have to ensure that teachers receive the same benefits as those to teach in mainstream education?
Answer:	You can have a mixture of staff; however, you need to ensure that they have experience in working the target group that you are aiming at.
6. We have used the survey template recommended by the New Schools Network as part of our campaign to gain support.  However, your survey is more geared towards setting up atypical school, as opposed to an alternative provision.  Can we use other sources of evidence to demonstrate a need for the school?
Answer:	Yes, you can use exclusion statistics, research and other data, as well as support from parents, carers who have accessed your service.
7. As an alternative provision, the number of young people who will attend will be less than an average mainstream school.  How much support do we need to get in order to demonstrate a need for the school?
Answer: 	We are aware that process for alternative provision ‘Free Schools’ will be slightly different. So the evidence and type of support you acquire may differ.  The more support you obtain the better.
8. We are hoping to work with partner agencies in the delivery of our curriculum, is this feasible?
Answer:	The more support you can get from partners, the more it will strengthen your proposal.
9. Would it be possible to meet with other groups who are setting up a ‘Free School’ in the area, who may be further along the line than we are?  So that we can get an idea of the process and how long it will take?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer:	We are unable to give out the detail of groups in your area.  However, I can pass your details on and ask them to contact you.  In terms of the timescales, the quicker you submit your proposal, the quicker you will know the outcome and can progress.  Although it is recommended that new schools coincide with the start of the academic year, this not a stipulation.  You can commence your school at any time.   
10. How much support can we receive from the New School Network?  Do you provide face-to-face advice or do you only offer telephone support?
Answer:	Due to the volume of applicants, we are unlikely to provide face-to-face contact.  However, we are more than happy to go through your proposal with you to ensure that it is as strong as it possibly can be.

